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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants 



Serial No. 

Filed 

For 
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Examiner 



Edward B. Knudson, Joel G. Hassell, 
Connie T. Marshall, Thomas R. Lemmons, 
Steven J. Reynolds, Robert A. Knee, 
Kenneth F. Carpenter, Jr., William L. 
Thomas, W. Benjamin Herrington, Steven 
C. Williamson, Michael D. Ellis, and 
Donald W. Allison 
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Hon. Assistant Commissioner 

for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir; 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
following documents: 

y T s t Patentg 

Reilly et al. U.S. Patent 5,740,549 (4/14/98) 
Knee et al. U.S. Patent 5,589,892 (12/31/96) 
Alten et al. U.S. Patent 5,635,978 (6/3/97) 
Miller et al. U.S. Patent 5,585,866 (12/17/96) 
Davis et al. U.S. Patent 5,559,548 (9/24/96) 

Foreign Patent Documents 

WO 97/49242 (12/24/97) 



WO 97/49237 (12/24/97) 
WO 97/48230 (12/18/97) 
WO 97/31480 (8/28/97) 
WO 97/18675 (5/22/97) 
WO 96/34491 (10/31/96) 
WO 96/09721 (3/28/96) 
WO 95/32585 (11/30/95) 
WO 95/07003 (3/9/95) 

Applicants also wish to bring the attention of the 
Examiner to patent application Serial No. 09/034,939, filed 
March 4, 1998. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this 
patent application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 

G. Victor Treyz 

Reg. No. 36,294 

Attorney for Applicants 

c/o FISH & NEAVE 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020-1104 
Tel.: (212) 596-9000 
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